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FO
RC

ED
 M

A
RRIA

G
E

u
A

forced
 m

arriage is w
here one or both people d

o not (or in the case of 
som

e people w
ith learning or physical d

isabilities cannot) consent to 
the

m
arriage. Typically pressure or abuse by fam

ily or the w
id

er com
m

unity 
is applied

 to
force

the
m

arriage
to take place. It is legally d

efined
 as a 

person being
forced

"to enter into a
m

arriage
w

ithout one's free and
 full 

consent". The person
forcing

the
m

arriage
can either be a party to 

the
m

arriage
or a third

 person (se
c

tio
n 63A

(4),Fa
m

ily La
w

 A
c

t 1996
(FLA

 
1996)).

u
M

arriage
is interpreted

 as being a religious or civil cerem
ony (w

hether or 
not legally bind

ing) (se
c

tio
n 63S ,FLA

 1996).



FM
PO

u
The

Fo
rc

e
d

M
a

rria
g

e
(C

ivil Pro
te

c
tio

n) A
c

t 2007
introd

uced
 p

rovisions into the
FLA

 
1996(se

c
tio

n 1(2),Fo
rc

e
d

M
a

rria
g

e
(C

ivil Pro
te

c
tio

n) A
c

t 2007) to p
rotect a

 p
erson:

u
From

 b
eing

forced
into a

m
a

rria
ge.

u
From

 a
ny a

ttem
p

t a
t b

eing
forced

into a
m

a
rria

ge.

u
By p

rovid
ing p

rotection a
nd

 a
ssista

nce if a
lrea

d
y

forced
into a

m
a

rria
ge.

See, (Se
c

tio
n 63A

(1) ,FLA
 1996.)

u
In d

ecid
ing w

hether to m
a

ke a
 FM

PO
 the court m

ust:
u

"H
a

ve rega
rd

 to a
ll the circum

sta
nces includ

ing the need
 to secure the hea

lth, sa
fety a

nd
 

w
ell-b

eing of the p
erson to b

e p
rotected

" (se
c

tio
n 63A

(2),FLA
 1996).

u
C

onsid
er the w

ishes a
nd

 feelings of the p
erson to b

e p
rotected

, so fa
r a

s they a
re 

a
scerta

ina
b

le a
nd

 it is a
p

p
rop

ria
te to d

o so in the light of tha
t p

erson's a
ge a

nd
 

und
ersta

nd
ing (se

c
tio

n 63A
(3),FLA

 1996).



FM
PO

 –
w

ho ca
n a

pply?

u
There are three categories of people w

ho can apply for a FM
PO

:
u

The victim
 or person w

ho is to be protected
 (section 63C

(2)(a),FLA
 1996). There 

is no age lim
it so a child

 could
 apply.

u
A

 relevant third
 party (section 63C

(2)(b),FLA
 1996) as specified

 by ord
er of the 

Lord
 C

hancellor.

u
O

n 1 N
ovem

ber 2009 local authorities w
ere d

esignated
 as a relevant third

 party 
(Fam

ily Law
 A

ct 1996 (Forced
M

arriage) (Relevant Third
 Party) O

rd
er 2009 (SI 

2009/2023)).

u
A

ny person w
ith leave of the court (section 63C

(3),FLA
 1996).



FM
PO

 –
Brea

ch

u
In the event that there is no reasonable excuse for a breach of a FM

PO
 

the court can im
pose both:

u
A

 fine not exceed
ing level 5 on the stand

ard
 scale, currently £5,000 

(se
c

tio
n 37, C

rim
ina

l Justic
e

 A
c

t 1982).

u
A

 term
 of im

prisonm
ent not exceed

ing six m
onths; or

u
(Pa

ra
g

ra
p

h 7
,Sc

he
d

ule
 1,Fo

rc
e

d
M

a
rria

g
e

(C
ivil Pro

te
c

tio
n) A

c
t 2007.)



FG
M

u
Estim

ated
 that over 130,000 w

om
en and

 girls are living w
ith FG

M
 and

 over 60,000 
girls are at risk of FG

M
.

u
FG

M
 involves four types of FG

M
, see https://w

w
w

.w
ho.int/new

s-room
/fact-

sheets/d
etail/fem

ale-genital-m
utilation

u
FG

M
 can result in care proceed

ings, see Re
 B a

nd
 G

 (C
hild

re
n) (N

o
 2) [2015] 

EW
FC

 3.

u
FG

M
 w

as crim
inalised

 in 1985. There has only been one conviction for FG
M

 
w

hich w
as in 2019.

u
M

otivations for FG
M

 vary enorm
ously.

u
O

ften there is a overlap betw
een FG

M
 cases and

 fam
ilies w

ithout im
m

igration 
status in the UK.



FG
M

PO

u
Bar of Hum

an Rights C
om

m
ittee recom

m
end

ed
 the introd

uction of FG
M

PO
s 

m
od

elled
 on FM

PO
s. 

u
The governm

ent introd
uced

 FG
M

PO
s in 2015 pursuant to the Serious C

rim
e A

ct 
2015. See Sched

ule 2 of the FG
M

 A
ct 2003.

u
O

ver 400 ord
ers have been m

ad
e since the introd

uction in 2015 to 2019.

u
N

ot intend
ed

 to be punitive in nature unless the ord
ers are breached

.

u
Intention is to protect girls/w

om
en at risk.

u
Support can be received

 from
 the FG

M
 Unit in the Hom

e O
ffice &

 N
ational FG

M
 

C
entre (Barnard

os).



Section 1, Sched
ule 2, FG

M
 A

ct 2003

(2)In d
ecid

ing w
hether to exercise its p

ow
ers und

er this p
a

ra
gra

p
h a

nd
, if so, in w

ha
t m

a
nner, the 

court m
ust ha

ve rega
rd

 to a
ll the circum

sta
nces, includ

ing the need
 to secure the hea

lth, sa
fety 

a
nd

 w
ell-b

eing of the girl to b
e p

rotected
.

(3)A
n FG

M
 p

rotection ord
er m

a
y conta

in—
(a

)such p
rohib

itions, restrictions or req
uirem

ents, a
nd

(b
)such other term

s,
a

s the court consid
ers a

p
p

rop
ria

te for the p
urp

oses of the ord
er. 

(4)The term
s of a

n FG
M

 p
rotection ord

er m
a

y, in p
a

rticula
r, rela

te to—
(a

)cond
uct outsid

e Engla
nd

 a
nd

 W
a

les a
s w

ell a
s (or instea

d
 of) cond

uct w
ithin Engla

nd
 a

nd
 W

a
les;

(b
)resp

ond
ents w

ho a
re, or m

a
y b

ecom
e, involved

 in other resp
ects a

s w
ell a

s (or instea
d

 of) 
resp

ond
ents w

ho com
m

it or a
ttem

p
t to com

m
it, or m

a
y com

m
it or a

ttem
p

t to com
m

it, a
 genita

l 
m

utila
tion offence a

ga
inst a

 girl;
(c)other p

ersons w
ho a

re, or m
a

y b
ecom

e, involved
 in other resp

ects a
s w

ell a
s resp

ond
ents of a

ny 
kind

.



FG
M

PO
s: Im

porta
nt points to note

u
N

o threshold
 to apply for FG

M
PO

.

u
FG

M
PO

s can curtail cond
uct overseas not only in this jurisd

iction.

u
C

autious approach taken w
hen the protected

 person d
oes not have 

im
m

igration status but is said
 to be at risk of FG

M
. The Fam

ily C
ourt cannot curtail 

the Hom
e Secretary’s im

m
igration pow

ers. See N
ew

ton J’s d
ecision in Suffolk C

C
 

v RD
 and

 others [2020] EW
HC

 323 (Fam
) and

 the Presid
ent’s d

ecision in Re
 A

 (A
 

C
hild

: Fe
m

a
le

 G
e

nita
l M

utila
tio

n: A
sylum

[2019] EW
HC

 2475.

u
Travel ban cases involve consid

eration of m
acro and

 m
icro risk factors. See 

C
obb J’s d

ecision in Re X (Fem
ale G

enital M
utilation Protection O

rd
er. 

N
o.2)[2019] EW

HC
 1990 (Fam

).
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